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Growing great

GRAPES

The thought of owning a vineyard and wandering among your vines at
dusk with a glass of your own wine is an appealing and romantic notion,

however, like most ventures, viticulture requires

OCATET in Waiau Pa, south
woast of Auckland, s Karaka
Paint Vineyard and Lodge, This
stunning proparty o an Italian
sivied redraat estandizhed i 14924 by
Anno ard Mik kdartin.
Tha land was arig 'IH||'_.' pari ul
=] dr:l,u_.|r_||_'.r larm, which the owrner
considured the worst of his proparty,

,;,.r:_:-,_u L

It weas massy and wnlowved,
Rewereor Wik saw the advantages af
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— Stephanie Maunsel

the natural springs and, of course, the
great price, so wo bought tha 12-acre
[5ha) block,” says Anne
Med lang after, they bought
reignbouring tand, befue prives in the
region spirakad out of control, wheth
fouk Uieir hodding to 21 acras (0.50a)
‘e mntivation in buying e
ard was 1o have a graal fifestylc

for us and owr three daughtars, We
wioran'T actually sura whal wa wera
poing to do with I Dut we marciiesd
o and bought a removal house — he

ia.'enty of work and research

ap stary of 8 two-storey house o
Sl Halliars, Auckland —and began
landsuaping & gardan

Tha rhilriren hegan ther e going
i & couniry Scnoo, Naving e oy
of call club and rearing avery animal
that mowvod. Thoss: puggy Enaliraciye
hallcnens ware cansed oul 1o craste
gevaral ponds, now Iramead oy pardike
gardens. Wa fell ke plonedrs,” sdys
al..“-.

The properly also ran axclc cattle
irr many years, howewar, onag 1he




Aurinka
Finnt -
Vineyard
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giris wera at high school and busy
giudying, the novelty of feeding &l
{hesn anirsils and 1En the cahtle soon
wiora offt. This was Mik's Qpporm niy
he had ﬂl'.".'n'l‘:.'ﬁ wantod a wineyand

e cailed moine nelp o peodie
irahead i ioulturn - they waron?
essy to find in this ragion back than
Bacaues moet were In the South lglamd
— aind they wisiled the propery i
Acvise LS SAvS ANng

The soil was loohed al, declared
INERFORNAe (=] TEION WS 1M orrect
ond mot switabéa lor growing gropoo
everyliEng was wiong and Anme and
Mk ware Dasically sovissed o D'E-'l
polacoes

Hrvaewer, they ignored the negative
advice, wer] abead, had soil tasts
taken ana in urm apoieed smal 1ariilisar
and rrurkarals the aats ahowoo 1nsir
|l=nE Mckad

‘A family always up fora
cinalleng, wie lgoed ahead anyeay
and plantad twn Acras ol Chardannagy

grapes, which is my fasauriie, even
O, RaE Brrig

‘Mot long after that, we planted
eight acres of Syrah and three acres of
Claberns Sauvignen,”

Al the time, the family also cwrad
O ManuWwaciureng Companty which
made crushad mantss ITakan-sivie
ctabues. The Family's cther love was
focdd aind, in 13899, Lhey upereud an
ITalian rastaucant in part of their kalian
Statuary comphex.

T"IE Marting passicn Toe all
subjecta Halian, the land, the wine,
he decar and ne 1000 was snowm m
all aspesls of thow Diessinassas wWhich
WEE 0 develop during e years

A1 the Krraka Brenl AroErny, 1T 100K
e yeEars b astablish the wines far
haryast. The grapEs warsg Men senl o
sHillad winarmases -‘:'|I“|"-".-"I'r' lvesviah
al WesiDrock Winary O processing
Thegir wing was a hit with tha support of
Izl retailens and baing suld Boough
Arna and Mik's restaurant

The MariEns’ empirg Was siagoihy
growdng and it was a Blg they lovad
Howeener, this all came to a head
whan ik became dl and died in 2001

The cauple’s thres daughters
Rachel, Tamara and Kate, ware a
mnuge support having suspanded their
fraiming ar unkversity 1o ReUm and halp
run tha businessos, while Mik wag il
gl loe (e Dirsh Coonapebe OF yers diter
h& rard

T girls managed varous sachors
and we S8l DUt our e arsd souls o
giving Mil's deeam 100% of ouwr imea®
SayYs Anns

‘Howavar, 33 hina wani on hse
girs moved o, 1 was appansnt oo
WHS an Qppormnicy for mee 10 place
more amphasis on an gspect al aur
pusinEss WhICh provicen ma wilh 3
nasy c¢ha EnNge aiao

| fad EEen S0 busy furding thres
buginesssa and | falt that cur bagutihul
FAUpIET Iy, WLy wes Prald L"_-IJI_J“' Hi5
A padcnck 25 yasrs A, wasn't -
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Anne with sister Linda (left) and
daughter Rachel {right).

The cellar door has bean a great
success for the vineyard.
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Statues and features are scatterad
thraughout the property.

Karaka Polnt glves you the feeling
you are in another country.

Through the cellar door lies an ltalian-style hall for wedding receptions
and functions.

Growing great
GRAPES

recening 1he anantion It nesden
| had 1o take a step back

ircrm sureelhinig, ergluie e

manutarh inmg, rakal and rastaurant

divisions of the co TipanyY wene sold. |

could mdw Concentratie an our Karaks

Part propedty

Arne iurnad he homea Nt a
gucst lodge, ueing thrae of the five
Bedrooms 1or QUESTS - tere are also
pguecst lbunges, and a consarvatory
willly & Neaiesd nooor oo

“IF was a personal challenpe o
upgrade the propory 10 suil the publsg
and finanaially make (he businass
mare sustainable,” says Anne

“It's not 2asy 10 make a lving out
al a gmall volume of Qrapes, 5o we
fiEd 1o dneardaly s oo e ug wlh &
niche.”

Karaka Faini's niche has bean
that It 15 the only vineyard in the anea
o host weddings, confarencos ond
refreals, and we have ihe cellar door,
wihich ig 8 retail shop on the property,
im which vou can (@ste and Duy o
wing.’

The wirseyard still reguires fertilisar
Applad rom tme 1o B, howevar
thee wines are now old, They ara wal
aslablishaed, hawving s0apied o ihe
il and region

We gra In tha greates Auckland
ares and L5 Fumia, 50 69 do have
o ke sware of the possibiftss o
proflems rsised by poedeny mikdew
dowrey mildew and bBolndes,” saye
fnne

i we dan’ ke caro of tha vinae
i their Growih S1a09s w2 Can Nave
huge problems

Wi beai il Ly Lnal and error in the
beginning, nat baing | |I|':.- awara o the
angoing costs affer posts, wires and
naks,” she says.

Alan, mothodo of undoriaking
certain tasks like fying the nets. [t has
fakan many yvears o parfact a mathod
Ihal woeks with the Canopy s@e yel
allenws 115 B0 T them firmby @ncugh o
keep the birds ouf

| have also recently st up a bird
sSCarirgg gun and il has cartainy Desn
successiul this year, giving an aven
beftar opportunity 1o pick my grapes
len Wboetin pivee.”

Arne says, that in the beginning
her goal was mersly cnly io drink



Anne has also ensured that the itallan feel carries on throughout the
vineyard and into the lodge.

the wine, howaver, sha has enjoyed
lgarming more about the industry
dind Bs now going to formalise this by
compleling a course

*You can never leern enough and
there are some grest correspondence
coursas for viticulture and
harticuiture,” she says

If harvest ocours during the weelk,
Anneg brings i conbracions o pick, o
if harvest falls on a2 werkand, friends
and family will pick. It lurns into guite
an oocasion, with a great reward of
food and wine once the gropos arg
harvasted and satahy on meir way o
the wanamakar

“Once the grapes are ofl, you do
breathe a sigh of relief, bt it dossn't
end there. There needs (o be a post-
harvest spray. eradication of weeds
and Himing your prening 1o when your
fotiage is well and truly off,

*Pruning is usually done by
coniractors around Juneg, when the
vines are in dormancy, which s
also time for mainlenance on your
equipment. The tractor. vine trimmers,
poats, wires, mulchers and nets are all
given a once-over.”

Thar, Anna’s prize for working very
hard Tor nine months of the Year is 1o
go to Itaky for a few monthz. She is
studying the ltalian language and puts
this into practice on her irip, visiting
whal vineyards she can and legrning
difterent methods from a vansly of
Wingmakers.

| am gleaning Information ail the
fime and | am lucky tha vines afford
rie el opporiunity,” says Anne.

& nomipeient manager s installed
in the lodge to “carry on business”

In spring, when the vines come into
bud burst, sprays have to be applisd
Lefore, during ard alle

“We are watrching the growth by
the centimetre at that stage, so it is
imporiant for me to be back then to
niurfurc tho buede, From: thon on, thom
are continual processes until the naxt
harvest," she saye.

Marketing makes a huge difference
with any business and Anna and
cthers in the area have started
an association in their small rural
fown, Thay use it 1o promote thedr
businesses which has “turned the
lights on® in an araa, which many
wouldnT know existad.,

The vineyard reguires plenty of
management and Anne walks through
the property at least twice daily,
ingpecting the vines and nata.

"MOSE evenings on my walk, | tind
gomathing - whathar it ba weads that
Navent Deen aken care of or a nat
that nesds mending

"There is always something
that needs tending 10,” sha says
"However, when you finally get in
ler that glass of your own wing, it 15
all worth while, and | can't think of a
Dettar way o make a living.”

Karaka Point has received several
awards during the yvears for its wines,
gaining & reputation which is seaing
the business go from strength to
sirength.

Contact Karaka Point Vineyard and
Lodge. phone 00 2320025

emnail info& karakapoinivireyard.
CO.NF or visit

www. karakapointvineyard.co.nz B



